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On Sept. 2, Defense Minister Gen. Humberto Ortega reiterated that while the Nicaraguan
government remains willing to resume peace talks with contra leaders, recent demands made
by the contras were "unacceptable." These demands were reportedly presented at a meeting in
Miami on Sept. 1 between leaders of the Nicaraguan Resistance, and two members of Nicaragua's
National Reconciliation Commission, Mauricio Diaz and Erick Ramirez. Ortega's remarks were
recorded at the San Jacinto Hacienda, located 40 km. northeast of Managua, and broadcast by Radio
Sandino. The contra leaders in Miami reiterated demands made in recent weeks, and apparently,
some new ones, including a commitment by Managua to reduce its military force. The minister
stated that the size of the Sandinista Army is "not subject to any type of negotiation." He added,
"We are ready to smash the contras...Under existing conditions of aggression, we cannot reduce our
capabilities..." At the meeting in Miami, the contras reportedly expressed demands that members
of the domestic political opposition participate in peace talks, and that President Daniel Ortega
head the government delegation at future talks. Ortega asserted that the government finds both
demands unacceptable. Regarding the contras' insistence that future talks take place outside
Nicaragua, Ortega reiterated the government's position: the only appropriate location for the peace
talks is Managua. Next, Ortega asserted that Diaz and Ramirez were being manipulated by the
contras in their campaign to obtain more military aid from the US government. He added that
the two politicians had "gone beyond their functions" as members of the National Reconciliation
Commission. [On the same day, Ramirez told AP that Humberto Ortega, Daniel Ortega, or any
other Nicaraguan citizen can undertake initiatives to promote peace. He said that he and Diaz, as
member of the Commission, traveled to Miami with the objective of negotiating the release of the 66
Sandinista prisoners held by the contras.] The minister asserted that while the Army has observed
the ceasefire to the present, contra bands continue to attack and kidnap civilians. According to
Ortega, about 70% of the contra forces (estimated at 6,000) are currently located in Yamales, Capire
and Trojes, Honduras, close to the Nicaraguan border. Contra relocation to these areas, which are
under control by the Honduran Army, said Ortega, is yet another action promoted by Washington
in hopes of provoking tensions between Honduras and Nicaragua. The minister stated that because
of the contras' failure to depose the Nicaraguan government, the Reagan administration is seeking
new ways to eventually justify US intervention. In addition to the contra relocation to the Honduran
border, he said, the US is behind contra attacks on civilian and military targets on the shore and in
the water of the Gulf of Fonseca. In the Gulf, he added, the contras have received direct and indirect
assistance from Honduras and El Salvador. During the past month, one Sandinista soldier has been
killed in the Gulf. (Basic data from AP, 09/02/88; Prensa Latina, 09/03/88)
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